
WARM WEATHER MEANS THOUGHTS

TURN TO N EIGHBORHOOD FUN

By Marie Van Ness

Dear Neighbors,

Now that the warm weather is here we can have some fun!

Saturday, May 9 is the date for the Alcova Heights
Neighborhood Yard Sale. I think it's our first! So far there has
been a very positive response from neighbors who want to par-
ticipate.

There are two options for selling. Come to the parking lot
of the United Methodist Church (UMC) at 716 S. Glebe Rd.,
where some ofus will have tables set up, selling our treasures.
The other choice is to sell things in your front yard. Whatever
works best for you.

This is a chance to clean out closets, the garage and other
places you've put stuff !! We're hoping for a nice day,and our plan
is to start at 8 a.m.and finish around noon.Jen Strong Ebbert is
coordinating sign making. We have an announcement in the
CPRO news. Tell family, friends and everyone else to wander

through the neighborhood so we can have a nice turnout and
SELL!!!

The rain date is May 30.We are so lucky to have church
neighbors who are willing to help us with our events! Thanks
UMC!

The Columbia Pike Farmers Market opens on Sunday,May
3 from 9 a.m.to 1 p.m.I understand there will be a couple ofnew
vendors:one selling bison meat and the other selling cheeses. The
regular produce stands will be back.

The Taste ofArlington is May 17
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N EIGHBORHOOD YARD SALE

SET FOR SATURD AY, MAY 9
Time to clean out those closets,crawlspaces,and garages! The first
Alcova Heights Neighborhood Yard Sale will be held this Saturday,
May 9,from 8 a.m.until noon.(Note: The March 2009 newsletter
had an erroneous date for the yard sale.)

We need help creating and posting signs to get the word out.
Contact Jen Strong Ebbert at jmjstrong@earthlink.net to assist.

WHAT: Alcova Heights Yard Sale

WHERE:Your yard or the United Methodist Church,716 S.Glebe Rd.

WHEN: Saturday,May 9, 8 a.m.to noon (rain date May 30)
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2009 NEIGHBORHOOD CALEND AR

MAY 9:Alcova HeightsNeighborhood Yard Sale (rain
date May 30),Methodist Church and neighborhood
yards

MAY 21: Citizens Association meeting,6:30 p.m.potluck,
7 p.m.meeting;Baptist Church

JULY 10: AHCA Newsletter published

JULY 25: AHCA Neighborhood Block Party; 7th Street
between S.Oakland and S.Quincy

SEPTEMBER 4: AHCA Newsletter published

SEPTEMBER 17: Citizens Association meeting,6:30 p.m.
potluck,7 p.m.meeting,Baptist Church

OCTOBER 31:Alcova Heights Halloween Parade;starts
at the Baptist Church,ends in the Alcova Heights Park

N OVEMBER 6: AHCA Newsletter published

N OVEMBER 14: 3rd Annual Alcova Heights Hacktacular
Golf Tournament;East Potomac Golf Course,
Washington,D.C.

N OVEMBER 19: Citizens Association meeting,6:30 p.m.
potluck,7 p.m.meeting,Baptist Church

DECEMBER 13: Caroling in the Park

continued on page 3
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Get the Right Home Warranty
The 13 Seer Rule, which defines the energy effi -
ciency standard for central air conditioning sys-
tems, has been in force since 1/2006.  The impact
of this has eliminated the manufacturing of
equipment or parts for any AC system built or
installed prior to 1/2006.
For an average cost of $400 a buyer can obtain
coverage for older systems.  Warranty companies
do vary on what they will insure.  Buyers can
negotiate a home warranty or a Seller can offer a
warranty and in some application s will be cov-
ered under the policy while their home is on the
market.
Often a buyer will find that after taking owner-
ship and needing to implement their warranty, it
will not cover their older system, and they could
encounter a $5,000 to $6,000 expenseor more.
A good insurance plan would be for the owner to
renew their warranty up to five years.This
would depend on the system age and if the owner
can afford it.  The average life of a system is 12
to 15 years, although with regular service that
figure could double. 

The recent federal stimulus package creates
advantages right now.  Tax credits are obtainable
at 30% of the cost, up to $1,500 in 2009 and
2010 for existing homes for energy efficient
HVAC systems and non solar hot water heaters.
No-cap tax credits at 30% of the cost are avail-
able through 2016 (for existing homes and new
construction) for geothermal heat pumps, solar
panels and solar water heaters. For a listing of
credits available under the stimulus package, visit
energystar.gov.

Buyers: It's a great time to buy!
* An $8000 maximum tax credit for first-time
homebuyers buying homes as their primary resi-
dence between January 1 and December 1, 2009.  
*FHA (3.5% down payment) to 729,750 *VA
loans100% up $812,500

Get into the housing market today.
Visit www.NovaNewHome.com

Looking for Bank owned homes?
For a FREE list of Bank owned homes.
Call 1-800-895-1307 ID # 8042or visit 

www.NovaBargainHouses.com

Casey O’Neal
Associate Broker

703-824-4196
RE/MAX Allegiance
www.caseyoneal.com

FREE Notary
Service forAlcova
Heights Residents!
Buy Any One of Our
Listings or Any Home

through Our Team
and if YOU Are Not
Satisfied within 18

Months, We’ll Buy it
Back or Sell it for

Free!
www.buybackorFree.com

M INUTES OF THE MARCH 19 AHCA M EETING

By AHCA Secretary Mary Ann Orecchio

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.by AHCA
President Marie Van Ness.

Item 1: Old Business

Conservation Plan Survey: Karl Veit and AHCA Vice
President Cliff Anckaitis spoke about the Conservation Plan
survey.Draft questions are complete and ready to be reviewed
by the AHCA Board. The survey will then be distributed to all
the neighbors. It's important that each Alcova Heights house-
hold take the time to complete the survey as the county looks at
neighborhood participation when considering the plan for
approval.

Karl Veit was then nominated for and unanimously voted
in as one ofthe two AHCA two-year at-large delegates.

Item 2: Briefing from the Arlington Police District
Commander

Marie introduced Captain Michelle Nuneville, the
Arlington Police Department's District Three commander.
Nuneville first announced that a person

continued on page 4



N EIGHBORHOOD DUES ARE DUE….

Your neighborhood dues fund all ofthe Alcova Heights Citizens Association's annual events and initiatives, including the
Halloween Party, the summer block party, and caroling in the park, among others.If you haven’t already please support the
association by becoming an active,dues-paying member.

Also, your input is important and needed!  Please consider adding your energy and talents to the work of the AHCA board.
Stand for one ofthe open at-large seats or volunteer for one ofthe committees below.

May 2009 | ALCOVA HEIGHTS NEWSLETTER
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at Ballston from noon to 5 p.m.
Along with good things to eat there will be a Taste ofScience
Fair.

Our last AHCA meeting before the summer will be
Thursday, May 21,at the Baptist Church. Potluck is at 6:30
p.m. and the meeting is at 7 p.m. Again, thanks to Dellyne
Periandri  for getting the potluck set-up.

Our speaker at the meeting will be Jim Whittaker, the
executive director of the Columbia Pike Redevelopment
Organization (CPRO), who will give us an update on ALL
that is going on on the Pike. As you know our area of
Arlington County is becoming a popular location.The Pike is
in the news and will continue to be. Any changes along the
Pike affect our quality oflife. There will be time for ques-
tions.

We'll also discuss the survey for the neighborhood

conservation plan as well as other updates. Show your appre-
ciation to the church for their continued hospitality by bring-
ing non-perishable items for their food pantry. We had a great
turnout for our last meeting. Let's keep the momentum
going.

And finally, mark your calendars.Our BIG neighbor-
hood block party will be Saturday, July 25!

Our South Seventh Street neighbors,the ones with the
new sidewalks, will be hosting the event! The block party was
a lot of fun last year and a great way to meet neighbors.More
to come. As always, help is needed to make this event a suc-
cess.

Enjoy the spring and early summer. See you at the
yard sale.

Marie

continued from page 1

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR CIVIC ASSOCIATION

AHCA dues are $10 per household.Please send your dues to:AHCA, c/o Mark Cole,Treasurer, 815 S.
Oakland St.,Arlington, Va.22204

Name _____________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________

Phone _____________________________________________________

E-mail _____________________________________________________

I would like to help the Association by:
[  ] Standing for one of the two at-large seats.

Serving on the following committee(s):
[  ] Social       [  ] Development/Conservation Plan       [  ] Welcoming       
[  ] Environment       [  ] Parking & Traffic

For more information on serving on the board,contact Marie Van Ness at mjvness@aol.com.
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Your  Alcova Heights
Neighbor!

Pat Shannon
Accredited Buyer Representative,  ABR®

NVAR Top Producer
Top Volume Agent / Homes Sold 2008 

Buying? Selling? Renting?
Call Pat for ALL your Real

Estate needs!

Phone: 571.237.4767
pat.shannon@longandfoster.com 

www.patshannon.com

Not your ordinary
home!   This expanded
Sears Bungalow has not
only a Professional
Office with loads of off
street parking,  it has a
NEW ROOF.... NEW
WINDOWS...  and a
NEW and totally GOR-
GEOUS KITCHEN.  5
bedroom, 2.5 baths, 10
ft ceilings and both
Hard & Soft wood
floors add to the period
charm!  Plus, FULLY
insulated so utility bills
are very reasonable.  **DOUBLE LOT**
Subdivide or keep the fabulously land-
scaped area for your personal entertain-
ing/gardening pleasure.  Call today!

Alcova Heights
$649,900

“Turning Houses

into Homes”

of interest for the recent 6th Street
burglary was in custody and is a suspect in similar burglaries
in other neighborhoods.

Nuneville cautioned neighbors that with the beginning
of warm weather, people need to be careful to close windows
and doors when leaving the house. A discussion was held
about thefts from cars and thefts ofbicycles. Nuneville
advised residents with bikes to register them with the county.

Nuneville reiterated several times that if you see an
incident that seems suspicious, call the police department's
non-emergency number: 703-558-2222.

Further discussion was held regarding procedures for
informing police and neighbors when you'll be away on vaca-
tion,as well as comments about removing graffiti from pub-
lic and private areas.

Item 3: New Business

Under new business, a discussion was held about park
clean-up activities in March; the community yard sale on May
9, and the annual neighborhood picnic on July 25 on 7th
Street between S. Oakland and S. Quincy.

Finally, a motion was made that the AHCA donate

funds to help in the construction of an athletic track at
Barcroft Elementary Schools. A gift of $150.00 was
approved.

The next AHCA meeting is May 21st.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:35pm.

ALCOVA H EIGHTS L ISTSERV SUBSCRIBERS

ON THE INCREASE

Since the March
2009 newsletter, 13 neigh-
bors have joined the
Alcova Heights email listserv. There are now 320 sub-
scribers.If you'd like to stay current with what's happening
in the neighborhood,subscribe today. Go to
http://g roups.yahoo.com/group/Alcova_Heights and
sign up using a Yahoo account,or simply send a message
to Alcova_Heights-subscribe@yahoogroups.com from the
e-mail account you would like to sign up with.You can
choose to receive each listserv e-mail as it's sent or a daily
digest with all ofthe previous day's communications.

Get connected! Sign up today!

AHCA Listserv
Subscribers: 320

continued from page 2
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Join us for Worship 11am Sundays

BILL R OLPH
Professional Organizing Services

Insured & Bonded
Member, NAPO

National Association of
Professional Organizers

ORDER UNLIMITED

901 South Randolph Street,
Arlington VA 22204
office:(703) 785-0834 
e-mail:orderunlimited@comcast.net

• Declutter & Reorganize Living & Office Spaces
• Plan & Install Shelving Systems
• Coordinate Senior Downsizing
• Create Simple Retrieval Systems for Paper and

Electronic Files
• Organize and Catalog Art, Book,&

Memorabilia Collections

ANNOUNCEMENTS :

Softball Game between Alcova Heights
and Arlington Heights

On Neighborhood Day, Saturday May 16, Alcova
Heights will go head-to-head against our neighbors across
Glebe Road in Arlington Heights in a friendly adult,coed
softball game. The game will be at noon on the field at
Patrick Henry Elementary School. Anyone interested in
playing should contact Cliff Anckaitis at anckaitisc@com-
cast.net by May 9.We need to get at least 12 players from
each neighborhood.Come join the fun!

Capital Hospice Plant Sale Set for May 2

Capital Hospice will hold its25th annual plant
sale on Saturday,May 2 from10 a.m.to 2 p.m.(Rain
Date: Sunday,May 3;same hours.) The sale will be
at the Halquist Memorial Inpatient Center, 4715
North 15th Street, between Arlington Hospital

Center and Glebe Road. Items include reasonably priced
native plants, perennials, annuals, shrubs, trees, bulbs, ground
cover, and gardening items. All proceeds go to the Hospice
Landscape Fund,which maintains the grounds and gardens
at Capital Hospice's Acute Care Facility. For additional infor-
mation about the sale, call Diane at 703-820-1311.

Columbia Pike Farmers Market Opens May 3rd

The popular Columbia Pike Farmers Market will re-
open for its 15th year on Sunday, May 3, and return each
Sunday through November. Come check out the fresh,ripe
produce coming in from local farmers every Sunday from
9:00 a.m.to 1:00 p.m.in Pike Park, at the corner of S. Walter
Reed Dr. and Columbia Pike,plus lots ofother goods, such
as flowers and herbs, fresh dairy, organic meats, coffee, and
baked goods. The Columbia Pike Revitalization Organization

(CPRO) is expanding the market to include more arts and
crafts! If you or someone you know produces handmade arts
and crafts and would like to sell at the market, please call
CPRO at 703-892-2776 or email
pholcomb@columbiapike.org.

Barcroft Events to Fund Jogging Track

The Barcroft Elementary School PTA has raised half
the $18,000 needed for a jogging track at the school.A silent
auction will be held in connection with Barcroft's Asian-
American Heritage Night from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Friday,
May 8.And Barcroft's Girls on the Run team will sponsor a
pancake dinner at the school from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.on May
14.Proceeds from both events will go toward the track. For
more information on the track or to make a tax-deductible
donation, contact Susan DuBois at 703-486-3684.

Neighborhood Astronomy Group to Meet Again

Walter and Paula Green hosted 19 people on
April 4 to look at the night sky through a telescope.
Neighbors got a close look at Saturn, the moon and other
sights such as double stars and the Orion nebula.In response
to several requests for an encore session,the Greens are plan-
ning another sky-viewing. Keep an eye on the community
listserv for details ofthe next "Night under the stars!" 

Arlington Methodist to Hold Histor y Walk

Arlington United Methodist Church and the Arlington
Historical Society will host a History Walk to celebrate the
church's 150th anniversary. Participants will visit several loca-
tions in the Columbia Pike area and meet some local charac-
ters along the way. The walk will take place at 2 p.m.on May
30 and will begin at the church,716 S. Glebe Road.For more
information, call Sara Collins at 703-521-0522 or the church
office at 703-979-7527.
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Call Jan Kennemerfor:
• P ersonalized service in buying, selling or investment

• Advice from 20+ years of experience in the business
and Life Member of Multi-Million Dollar Sales Club

• Advice on staging, renovation or remodeling for
future profit

• Connection to W eichert P roperty Management for
your investment properties

• Consultation on senior living arrangements as a
SRES® certified professional

• Superior home marketing through backing from
Weichert R ealtors, Visual T ours, and a large Internet
presence

• W eichert Gold Services DISCOUNTSon home services

• FreeMarket Analysis or Buyer Consultation

• FreeCustom Yard Salesigns

Jan Kennemer
Alcova Height s Specialist

Direct: 703-920-2047 
Email: JKennemer@aol.com 

www.JanKennemer.com

Want to check home prices in Alcova Heights?

Go to my new web site where you can search for
homes for sale or sold listings live on the MLS.

www.JanKennemer.com
See information about Alcova Heights, too.

Jan Kennemer , your neighbor , your Realtor ®

SPOTLIGHT ON A N EIGHBOR

FOR SARA UZELL , ALCOVA H EIGHTS ' CHARM

IS ALL ABOUT THE PEOPLE

First in a Regular Series

In this issue ofthe AHCA newsletter we begin a reg-
ular series called,"Spotlight on a Neighbor." In each edition,
we'll profile an Alcova Heights residents who, for one reason
or another, stands out as a neighbor.

If you know of anyone who would make a good can-
didate for a Spotlight profile, please email the AHCA
newsletter editor at editor@alcovaheightsva.com.

For our first Spotlight,we talked to Sara Uzel (3709 S.
6th St.),a long-time member ofthe AHCA board and a
neighbor who's lent her always-abundant energy and talents
to many Alcova Heights events and projects.

WHEN DID YOU MOVE TO ALCOVA H EIGHTS ? 

UZELL: We first moved to Alcova in 1994,but our first home
was on Ivy Street just on the other side ofGlebe. Then we
took a briefreal estate detour to Ann Arbor, Michigan,but

came back and ended up only a few blocks away from our
first house, but this time in Alcova Heights.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE MOST ABOUT THE NEIGHBORHOOD ?

UZELL: I like the large lots and tree-lined streets. But I think
it is the people in the neighborhood that make Alcova
Heights special.
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The housing mark et has changed. 

First impressions matter .

In this buyers' market, it pays to stand out from the
competition. Before lowering your selling price,

consider the far less costly option of staging your
home. Sprucing up your house through de-cluttering
and decorating will help capture the hearts and bids
of potential buyers. ARLINGTON HOME STAGING
offers expert consultation and full-service solutions.

For more information, please contact 
SUZANNE MANLOVE, owner and 
Alcova Heights resident.

SUZANNE@ARLINGTONHOMESTAGING.COM
PHONE 703.589.8488

A R L I N G TO N  H O M E  S T A G I N G
Inspired Transformations that Sell.

NEW WEBSITE! www.arlingtonhomestaging.com

Operating 24 Hours, 7 Days a W eek
We service all of Northern Virginia since

1970
*We provide 2 hour appointment windows to
minimize your wait time. 
*We do it ALL-all indoor & outdoor plumbing,
plus water heaters, basement waterproofing,
clearing water & sewer main clogs, gas piping/
connections-and more. 

LICENSED BONDED INSURED
703- 525- 7973

www.allplumbing.com

*100% Satisfaction
Guaranteed!

*Same Day Service!
*NO TRAVEL COSTS!

*Lowest flat rate

ALLPLUMBING, INC.
Ser vice, P ar ts,

Ins t allation 

10% OFF
ANY

SERVICE

H OW HAS THE NEIGHBORHOOD CHANGED IN THE TIME

YOU'VE BEEN HERE ?  

UZELL: There is been tremendous growth and home
turnover in the community. In 1994,there were very few
playmates for our girls. Now, 6th Street has at least 22 chil-
dren under the age of 9,and I feel many of the other streets
have experienced the same type ofgrowth.

WHA T NEIGHBORHOOD ACTIVITIES HAVE YOU BEEN

INV OLVED IN ?

UZELL: It seems at this point after 15 years here, you name it
we've done it on some level.

DESCRIBE YOUR FAMIL Y.

UZELL: My husband Mark and I have two daughters.Mallory
is 17 and a high school junior; Camille is 15 and a freshman.
We also have two cats:Paddy,a black cat, and Holly a gray-
and-white cat.

DO YOU HAVE ANY FAVORITE AREA RESTAURANTS OR

STORES?

UZELL: We actually don't eat out a lot,but for takeout,we like
Thai Square on Columbia Pike, La Cabaña on Walter Reed
for great roasted chicken,and Doña Azuceña on Glebe for
pupusas.

WHAT ARE YOUR HOBBIES AND INTERESTS?  

UZELL: Mark is an avid gardener and home improvement guy
(thank goodness, or our addition would have never been
completed.)  Ifyou need a tool,we probably have it! I tend
to be the jack-of-all-trades, master ofnone, but keep myself
busy working full time. I have recently taken up yoga at
Journeys on Columbia Pike, which I have enjoyed. To kill
time between cheering for the girls' sports team (field hock-
ey, basketball,swimming, crew and softball) and working
with the Citizens Association, I knit and participate with the
Alcova knitting group. When we get some free time Mark
and I like to bike.

WHERE ARE NEIGHBORS MOST LIKEL Y TO RUN INT O YOU?

UZELL: Walking in the neighborhood,working in the yard,
sitting on the porch, or at a sports field.

WHAT ELSE CAN YOU TELL US ABOUT YOURSELF?

UZELL: We have actually lived in two homes in Alcova
Heights. The first was on Quincy Street,now owned and ren-
ovated by the Toth's. Selling our home directly to them was
one of the best decisions we ever made and established a
wonderful friendship in the neighborhood.
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Members and Friends of
Arlingt on UMC

are cordially invited
to celebrate the church’s

150th Anniversary
May 30 - 31, 2009

History Walk
& Gallery Installation

Saturday, May 30, 2 pm
Worship Celebration

Sunday, May 31, 10:30 am
with inspiring Anniversary Choir

Banquet Luncheon
Catered by “Fresh Start Catering”
of DC Central Kitchen’s Homeless

Job Training Program

Banquet Tickets:
Adults & Teens $20 / Children < 11 years $10

RSVP by calling the church office, (703) 979-7527,
or go online, www.arlingtonumc.com

JOHN PLANK 

Associate Brok er
DC, MD & V A

Long & Foster
Real Estate

703/528-5646 Direct

JOHN.PLANK@LONGANDFOSTER.COM

•   Lifetime T op Pr oducer 

•   Top Ar lington Of fice Ag ent 

2007 (15 y ear s)

•   BSBA Degr ee Real Esta te 

Investment & Constr uction

•   Personaliz ed, r esponsiv e ser vice

•   Smooth, hassle-fr ee tr ansactions

SELECTING A REAL ESTATE AGENT? CHOOSE WISELY! 
Experts suggest you interview multiple

agents for the very best results. 

LET ME SHOW Y OU HOW MY
23 YEARS REAL EST ATE

EXPERIENCE CAN WORK FOR Y OU! 

SELLERS My comprehensiv e mark eting progr am and extensiv e mar -
ket knowledge has pro ven results.  With o ver 1000 tr ansactions, and
experience in up and down mark et conditions, I promise to help y ou
navigate the process of selling y our home successfully .  I don't tak e
competing listings so I can focus m y energy on y our home.  

BUYERS Don't o ver -pa y.  My str ategies and knowledge help find
properties not on the mark et and find y our dream home without pa y-
ing top dollar and find the best financing. Considering new construc -
tion- I can introduce y ou to the best builders and show which ones to
avoid. 

INVESTORS Will y ou get a better return with y our equit y in another
real estate in vestment?  Where are the best real estate in vestments?
Tax-deferred 1031 Stark er ex changes are a
specialt y. www .johnsellsar lington.com 


