
YOUR N EIGHBORHOOD SURVEY

IS IN THIS N EWSLETTER !

By Marie Van Ness

Dear Neighbors,

This edition ofthe newsletter contains two very important pieces
of information.

The first is the Alcova Heights Neighborhood Conservation Plan
Survey.Please fill it out TODAY. Your participation is critical to
the association updating its Neighborhood Conservation Plan.
Information about why we are doing the survey and how the

results will be used is on the survey sheet.Please take time to fill
it out and get it back to Karl Veit. It's very important to how we
manage future development in and around our community.

Second important piece ofinformation is the full-page flyer
announcing the Second Annual Neighborhood Block Party being
held on Saturday, July 25.The 7th Street neighbors will get to
show off their new sidewalks, all we'll all be in for some fun,good
food and a chance to enjoy time together.

Wishing everyone a relaxing summer. Safe traveling, and we'll see
you on the 25th!

Marie
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A LCO VA H EIGHTS N EIGHBORHOOD

BLOCK PARTY

Live Band    Face Painting

Moon Bounce    Other Activities

WHEN: Saturday, July 25,2009, 4:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m.

WHERE: South 7th Street between Oakland and
Quincy

RAIN PLAN: 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. at the Baptist
Church.Limited kids activities.(Please NO alcohol
at the church.)

See back page for more details

ALCOVA HEIGHTS
The Newsletter of the Alcova Heights Neighborhood | Arlington,Virginia
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May 21 Meeting Minutes

Recipe for a Beautiful Garden

July 4th Photos from Barcroft
Parade

Community Announcements

Alcova Heights Neighborhood
Conservation Plan Survey (insert)
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2009 NEIGHBORHOOD CALEND AR

JULY 10: AHCA Newsletter published

JULY 25: AHCA Neighborhood Block Party; 7th Street

between S.Oakland and S.Quincy

SEPTEMBER 4: AHCA Newsletter published

SEPTEMBER 17: Citizens Association meeting,6:30 p.m.

potluck,7 p.m.meeting,Baptist Church

OCTOBER 31:Alcova Heights Halloween Parade;starts at

the Baptist Church,ends in the Alcova Heights Park

N OVEMBER 6: AHCA Newsletter published

N OVEMBER 14: 3rd Annual Alcova Heights Hacktacular

Golf Tournament;East Potomac Golf Course,Washington,

D.C.

N OVEMBER 19: Citizens Association meeting,6:30 p.m.

potluck,7 p.m.meeting,Baptist Church

DECEMBER 13: Caroling in the Park
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AHCA M EETING M INUTES - MAY 21,2009

By Sarah Luche Durso

There were approximately 25 neighbors in attendance.

AHCA Treasurer Mark Cole offered a financial report. He
indicated the association has sufficient funds for now.
However only 47 households have paid dues out ofa com-
munity of 600+ households. A discussion was held about the
importance ofdues to association activities. Ideas were dis-
cussed about how to raise funds, including requesting dona-
tions;passing the hat at events;auctioning services and pub-
licizing who has paid their dues in the September newsletter

The conservation plan survey will be included in the July
newsletter. The Board has given feedback on the survey
questionnaire. Karl Veit noted that the original conservation
plan was prepared in the 1960s and updated in the late '90s.
This will be the third iteration.

The survey results will be used to update the conservation
plan and reflect the consensus and current and future desires
of the community. An updated and approved conservation
plan will give the neighborhood points that are beneficial
when applying for special neighborhood projects.

N EW BUSINESS

Karla Hagan announced that the S. 7th Street neighbors
between S. Oakland and S. Quincy will host the Alcova
Heights Neighborhood Block Party July 25 from 4 to 8 p.m.
A motion was made and passed to fund a moon bounce for
the block party at a cost of$125 for four hours plus $60 for
a generator and $70 for two hours of face painting.

A discussion was held about a request from the Wakefield
High School PTA for an AHCA donation to the school's
annual graduation night Drug and Alcohol Free Cruise on
the Spirit ofMount Vernon.A motion was made and passed
not to support this request.It was pointed out that this was
not an infrastructure project that the community would ben-
efit from, like the running track at Barcroft Elementary.
Another member pointed out that the community benefited
from it nevertheless, giving support to a safe and healthy cel-
ebration for the graduates. It was suggested that the AHCA
draw up guidelines to use for future monetary request.

COLUMBIA PIKE REVIT ALIZA TION

Pam Holcomb, managing director of the Columbia Pike
Revitalization Organization (CPRO), gave a presentation.
CPRO seeks to support efforts to revitalize the Pike, an

JOHN PLANK 

Associate Brok er
DC, MD & V A

Long & Foster
Real Estate

703/528-5646 Direct

JOHN.PLANK@LONGANDFOSTER.COM

•   Lifetime T op Pr oducer 

•   Top Ar lington Of fice Ag ent 

2007 (15 y ear s)

•   BSBA Degr ee Real Esta te 

Investment & Constr uction

•   Personaliz ed, r esponsiv e ser vice

•   Smooth, hassle-fr ee tr ansactions

SELECTING A REAL ESTATE AGENT? CHOOSE WISELY! 
Experts suggest you interview multiple

agents for the very best results. 

LET ME SHOW Y OU HOW MY
23 YEARS REAL EST ATE

EXPERIENCE CAN WORK FOR Y OU! 

SELLERS My comprehensiv e mark eting progr am and extensiv e mar -
ket knowledge has pro ven results.  With o ver 1000 tr ansactions, and
experience in up and down mark et conditions, I promise to help y ou
navigate the process of selling y our home successfully .  I don't tak e
competing listings so I can focus m y energy on y our home.  

BUYERS Don't o ver -pa y.  My str ategies and knowledge help find
properties not on the mark et and find y our dream home without pa y-
ing top dollar and find the best financing. Considering new construc -
tion- I can introduce y ou to the best builders and show which ones to
avoid. 

INVESTORS Will y ou get a better return with y our equit y in another
real estate in vestment?  Where are the best real estate in vestments?
Tax-deferred 1031 Stark er ex changes are a
specialt y. www .johnsellsar lington.com 

continued on page 6



THE RECIPE FOR A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN ?
PLAN AHEAD !

By Alice Nicolson

Gardening in the mid-Atlantic area is a bit like getting in
shape by going to the gym; we all start out strongly in the
spring, making plans and buying those tempting plants, dig-
ging up the garden (wait a minute, this digging business is
work, so maybe I'll just make a little hole for each plant
instead ofpreparing the whole bed;surely plants can get
along fine that way),popping plants in,watering them a bit,
and sitting back to wait for the great show that will arrive at
any minute.

(Later) Ah, and now the book says we should mulch? Well,
maybe I'll find some at the store next week.Don't have time
just now. (Later) Well,I didn't get the mulch, and there seem
to be a lot oflittle green plants all over the soil-it looks pret-
ty-maybe next week I'll get to spreading mulch. (Later)
What's wrong with my pretty plants. Something is eating the
leaves, and there aren't any more flowers. Bugs? Get some
insecticide. Better use a stronger dose because I want to be
sure to get all the bugs. And I'd better spray that whole cor-
ner of the garden just in case. (Later)  Flowers looking wilty.
Maybe they need some fertilizer and a GOOD watering to
make them feel better. (Later) Doggone it,the whole garden
bed has gone brown! What did I do wrong??? This gardening
business is no fun.Think I'll let the yard go back to lawn.

Sound familiar? I think all ofus went through some form of
this when we first began gardening in this neighborhood.I
tried a veggie garden in three different places in my yard
before I figured out where and how to do it better, and with-
out sprays. And every year I buy a lot ofplants, and usually
only a quarter of them survive until the following year. Why?
Because I see a nice plant that I'd like to have in my garden,
buy it,and then spend a lot oftime trying to figure out where

to put it.Too often I just dig a hole somewhere,jam it in,and
hope for the best.This is plant abuse! 

What should I have done? Clearly, I should have planned
ahead and prepared the soil correctly: lots of added leaf
mulch,perhaps some lime ifthe soil tested too acidic (almost
a given around here) and maybe some turkey grit for better
drainage. Before that I should have researched the native
habitat for each plant and made some sort of plan to be sure
that each plant was put in a habitat it likes. At the same time,
I should have tried to ensure that the overall effect was attrac-
tive and fitted well into the landscape. I know that this is the
best way to go about installing a garden,but who has the time
these days?! What with family, friends, and work obligations,
our days seem to be overfilled,even in the "off" season of
winter. (And don't think you have more time after retirement,
folks!)

So it looks as though,for this season,I'll just go on doing it
the quick and dirty way, but I promise that in the fall,when I
have more time (!),I'll get going on making a better plan,
preparing the soil,and making a list ofthe plants I still need
to find,and generally I'll try once more to do it all right…and
I'll rejoin the gym and start working out twice a week,at least!

July 2009 | ALCOVA HEIGHTS NEWSLETTER
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Join us for Worship 11am Sundays

Operating 24 Hours, 7 Days a W eek
We service all of Northern Virginia since

1970
*We provide 2 hour appointment windows to
minimize your wait time. 
*We do it ALL-all indoor & outdoor plumbing,
plus water heaters, basement waterproofing,
clearing water & sewer main clogs, gas piping/
connections-and more. 

LICENSED BONDED INSURED
703- 525- 7973

www.allplumbing.com

*100% Satisfaction
Guaranteed!

*Same Day Service!
*NO TRAVEL COSTS!

*Lowest flat rate

ALLPLUMBING, INC.
Ser vice, P ar ts,

Ins t allation 

10% OFF
ANY

SERVICE
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Professional Organizing Services

BILL ROLPH
INSURED & BONDED

National Association of Professional Organizers (NAPO)
Member, NAPO Golden Circle
Member, Arlington Business Council

ORDER UNLIMITED

Tel: (703).785.0834 
bill.orderunlimited@comcast.net
www.orderunlimited.net

creating order and harmony out of chaos

2009 BARCROFT COMMUNITY

FOURTH OF JULY PARADE
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Your  Alcova Heights
Neighbor!

Pat Shannon
Accredited Buyer Representative,  ABR®

NVAR Top Producer
Top Volume Agent / Homes Sold 2008 

Buying? Selling? Renting?
Call Pat for ALL your Real

Estate needs!

Phone: 571.237.4767
pat.shannon@longandfoster.com 

www.patshannon.com

Not your ordinary
home!   This expand-
ed Sears Bungalow
has not only a
Professional Office
with loads of off
street parking,  it has
a NEW ROOF....
NEW WINDOWS...
and a NEWand total-
ly GORGEOUS
KITCHEN.  5 bed-
room, 2.5 baths, 10 ft
ceilings and both
Hard & Soft wood
floors add to the period charm!  Plus,
FULLY insulated so utility bills are very
reasonable.  **DOUBLE LOT**
Subdivide or keep the fabulously land-
scaped area for your personal entertain-
ing/gardening pleasure.  Call Pat today!

Alcova Heights
$599,900

“Turning Houses

into Homes”

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Arlington Baptist Picnic Set for September

Arlington Baptist Church will hold its annual community pic-
nic on Saturday, September 27,at noon in the parking lot
behind the church. Food and beverages will be provided.
Alcova Heights residents are welcome.

M ILEST ONES

Mark and Becky Danzenbaker had a baby girl in May and
named her Clara.

Eighth Street neighbors Vince and Eileen Miller and their
children, Clare, Luke and Jacob say goodbye to Alcova
Heights after eleven years in this neighborhood.Vince has
taken a new job as a professor ofCatholic theology at the
University of Datyon in Ohio. They will be missed.

Sixth Street's Lisa Cherkasky lost her beloved dog,Ida,who
died April 25th.Ida. "She was in this neighborhood a long
time," said Lisa."Fifteen ofher 16 years."

JOURNEY
through the
lifespan to...

stillness,
flexibilty,

strength, peace,
courage, and
community.

info@JOURNEYoga.net
www.JOURNEYoga.net
2628 Columbia Pike

Arlington, VA

ALCOVA H EIGHTS L ISTSERV ADDS

MORE SUBSCRIBERS

Since the May 2009
newsletter, eight neighbors
have joined the Alcova
Heights email listserv. There are now 328 subscribers.

If you'd like to stay current with what's happening in the
neighborhood, subscribe today. Go to
http://g roups.yahoo.com/group/Alcova_Heights and
sign up using a Yahoo account,or simply send a message
to Alcova_Heights-subscribe@yahoogroups.com from the
e-mail account you would like to sign up with.

You can choose to receive each listserv e-mail as it's sent or
a daily digest with all ofthe previous day's communica-
tions. Get connected! Sign up today! 

AHCA Listserv
Subscribers: 328
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Call Jan Kennemerfor:
• P ersonalized service in buying, selling or investment

• Advice from 20+ years of experience in the business
and Life Member of Multi-Million Dollar Sales Club

• Advice on staging, renovation or remodeling for
future profit

• Connection to W eichert P roperty Management for
your investment properties

• Consultation on senior living arrangements as a
SRES® certified professional

• Superior home marketing through backing from
Weichert R ealtors, Visual T ours, and a large Internet
presence

• W eichert Gold Services DISCOUNTSon home services

• FreeMarket Analysis or Buyer Consultation

• FreeCustom Yard Salesigns

Jan Kennemer
Alcova Height s Specialist

Direct: 703-920-2047 
Email: JKennemer@aol.com 

www.JanKennemer.com

Want to check home prices in Alcova Heights?

Go to my new web site where you can search for
homes for sale or sold listings live on the MLS.

www.JanKennemer.com
See information about Alcova Heights, too.

Jan Kennemer , your neighbor , your Realtor ®

effort that has been going on since the early
1990s. She detailed some ofthe revitalization hubs on
Columbia Pike where progress has been made:

1. The Halstead Building is completed.Others buildings are
a bit behind target,due to the slowing of the economy.At the
Halstead there will be retail space, the Lost Dog Café (now
open),an Irish pub with food and music, a T-Mobile and
other retail. The Halstead,with 269 apartments, has 125
spaces ofpublic parking at $1/hour.

2.The Siena:This is also a rental complex zoned for mixed-
use; residential,retail and commercial with underground
parking. This is at the old Safeway site.

3. Penrose Square (formerly Adams Square), the old Giant
Food/Pharmacy site:There will be 299 apartments there.
The development will include the new Giant with  under-
ground parking. This construction is due to be completed in
28 months. The Giant Pharmacy has moved temporarily
across the Pike to where the tobacco shop used to be.

4. Columbia Village behind the Rite Aid has 14 apartments
and 8 townhouses.

5. 5500 Columbia Pike,near the Carlyle, is due to open this
summer.

Improvements along the Pike are dependent on the approval

of the owners.Brown's Nissan has been sold to Koon's and
is moving to Seven Corners. Rosenthal Chevrolet is to close
in the next several years.It is a large parcel and very compli-
cated to develop. The Westmont Shopping Plaza will not be
redeveloped for the time being. The Food Star and a number
of other businesses will not be participating at this time in
any redevelopment.

The undergrounding ofutilities along the Pike continues to
be a slow and expensive process. Tree planting will continue
along the Pike (on hiatus for the summer);improved side-
walks have accompanied the burying of utilities.

Additionally, Barbara Favola,County Board chair, is spear-
heading a housing and land-use study, which would keep in
mind smart growth and the issue ofaffordable housing. The
Columbia Pike street trolley has received stimulus funds as a
portion of its funding, approved under the streetscape form-
based code consideration. A contract is under review for its
construction.The County Board will meet on its design.

The right hand turn lane from West-bound Columbia Pike to
Glebe Road has been removed due to the fact that it was con-
sidered dangerous for pedestrians. The Columbia Pike
Farmer's Market is now open,and more diversified.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45pm 

continued from page 2
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Real Estate Market Tr ends
For the local Northern VA & DC area, buyer
traffic has increased as affordability improves;
with entry level housing seeing the majority of
activity. April and May increased with the traf-
fic index improving to 66 from 54 in March
(readings greater than 50 suggest traffic above
expectations).  Extremely low interest rates and
lower prices are driving sales.  Buyers are
making the best of home prices, and many
affordable properties are receiving multiple
offers, especially Bank Owned and Short Sale
listings. The $8,000 first time homebuyertax
credit is also spurring traffic levels, especially
at the lower end.  Lenders can now monetize
the tax credit for use as additional down pay-
ment, or for other closing costs, which can
help achieve a lower interest rate for the home
buyer. Movement in the upper price ranges is
still slower.  Sellers are becoming increasingly
realistic with their pricing, and are seeing price
cuts to better match those of most recent sales
in the last 90 days.  Inventory levels have sta-
bilized and in some markets there is a shortage
of good housing stock.

Appraisals continue to be an issue,
with many coming in lower than expected
which is derailing some transactions, or caus-
ing sellers to drop their prices to appraised
value.  While mortgage rates are at or below
5% for conforming, FHAand VA loans, new
underwriting criteria and appraisal rules are
creating huge challenges for all parties
involved in residential housing sales.
As of May 1st, all lenders are operating on the
new appraisal law passed by Fannie Mae and
Freddie Mac.  The Home Valuation Code of
Conduct (HVCC) now requires that
Appraisals must be ordered through an
approved national appraisal company selected
by each lender.  The national appraisal compa-
nies choose a random appraiser within an area
to conduct the appraisal.  This applies to ALL
conventional transactions.

Get into the housing market today.
Visit www.NovaNewHome.com

Looking for Bank owned homes?
For a FREE list of Bank owned homes.
Call 1-800-895-1307 ID # 8042or visit 

www.NovaBargainHouses.com

Casey O’Neal
Associate Broker

703-824-4196
RE/MAX Allegiance
www.caseyoneal.com

FREE Notary
Service forAlcova
Heights Residents!
Buy Any One of Our
Listings or Any Home

through Our Team
and if YOU Are Not
Satisfied within 18

Months, We’ll Buy it
Back or Sell it for

Free!
www.buybackorFree.com

PRESIDENT

Marie Van Ness 
mjvness@aol.com

VICE PRESIDENT

Cliff Anckaitis 
anckaitisc@comcast.net

TREASURER

Mark Cole 
mcole@usatoday.com

SECRETARY

Mary Ann Orecchio 
maorecchio@yahoo.com

AT-LARGESEATS

Larry Yungk (one-year term)
lyungk@comcast.net

Karl Veit (two-year term)
karlveit@verizon.net

Vacant(two-year term)

ACCF REPS

Elly Merica
merica@erols.com

Karl Veit
karlveit@verizon.net

Marie Van Ness
mjvness@aol.com

NCAC REP

Cliff Anckaitis 

anckaitisc@comcast.net

NEWSLETTEREDITOR

Scot Hoffman
scotrhoff@verizon.net     or
editor@alcovaheightsva.com

LAYOUT

Jennifer Strong Ebbert 
layout@alcovaheightsva.com

CIRCULATION

Rhea Dola 
sdola@msn.com

WEBMASTER

Michelle Larsen 
michelle@alcovaheightsva.com

LISTSERV MANAGER

Mike Rhode 
mrhode@gmail.com

TRAFFIC

Mike McMahon 

DIRECTORY

Raina Rose Tagle 
raina@rosetagle.com

SPECIALEVENTS Dellynn Periandri
and 
Lynn Gant 

ENVIRONMENT

Sue Johnson

ALCOVA HEIGHTS CITIZENS ASSOCIATION
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ALCOVAHEIGHTSNEIGHBORHOODBLOCKPARTY
Satur day, July 25, 2009

Come celebrate our wonderful neighborhood!

Encourage our new and long-time Alcova Heights
residents to join us!

The Association will provide hamburgers, hot dogs, veggie burgers,
chips, and soft drinks. (Bring your own beer and wine.)

Neighbors with last names starting with A-M - please bring a side dish/salad.
Neighbors with last names starting with N-Z - please bring a dessert.

WHEN: Saturday, July 25, 2009,
from 4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

WHERE: South 7th Street between
Oakland and Quincy

RAIN PLAN: 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. at the
Baptist Church.  Limited
kids’activities.  (Please

NO alcohol at the
church.)

 

 

Live Band           Face Painting  
Moon Bounce             Other Activit ies


